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24th April 2026




Dear Parents/ Carers,
I hope you and your families are very well. We’ve had a good start to summer term and it’s nice to see the weather finally improve. 
Earlier today we sent out, electronically, communication from our Family and Community Engagement leads, Mrs Jones and Miss Griffiths, in relation to our response to recent parental surveys.  We do take very seriously views of our school community and I’m very keen to work together to resolve issues, always with the priority on our learners’ wellbeing and safety.   I am aware of concerns regarding congestion at collection times, especially, and you’ll notice this has been referenced in the earlier communication from Mrs Jones and Miss Griffiths.    
I recognise that the beginning and end of the school day can be a stressful time for our families. Traffic congestion outside the school gates is a significant, common challenge, largely because our school was constructed long before the era of the modern motor car.  While the current road infrastructure often struggles to accommodate 21st-century traffic, we are committed to doing everything within our power to improve the experience for our community. To address concerns regarding children waiting near busy roads, we are introducing the following trial measures:
New Dismissal/ Collection Point for Year 3/4: From today 24th April, we will be utilising an alternative exit for Y3/4 to help reduce pavement crowding.  Children in Miss Houlihan’s class should use the main entrance on arrival in school, as they do now, but teachers will be escorting them to the rear gate at 3.10pm for safe dismissal.
Siblings in Y5 and Y6 : From Monday 27th April, children in Year 5 and Year 6 with siblings in infant classes will now be escorted to the rear entrance to be dismissed with their younger siblings in the Infant classes, allowing families to stay together in a safer environment. 
These arrangements are being trialled in consultation with our parents and governors. We will continue to monitor the impact of these changes and explore further ways to mitigate collection concerns, ensuring the safety and well-being of all our pupils remains our top priority. 
I’d like to remind parents/ carers that the expectations placed upon schools to maintain a secure environment have never been higher. With the upcoming implementation of Martyn’s Law (the Terrorism Protection of Premises Bill), educational institutions are required to adopt even more rigorous safety protocols and robust risk assessments. This heightened security landscape means that we must strictly manage who enters the school grounds. Maintaining a secure perimeter is a non-negotiable necessity to ensure the safety of all children and staff under our care.  Martyn’s Law fundamentally shifts school security from a matter of best practice to a statutory duty.  In practice, this means schools must conduct regular staff training for lockdown or evacuation scenarios and ensure that physical premises are managed to reduce vulnerability.  On this theme, having spent considerable time developing our Policy for Lockdowns, we will be carrying out lockdown drills in the very near future to ensure children know how to respond, safely, to different scenarios which could require lockdown protocols.  I’d like to assure all our parents/ carers that procedures for dropping off and collecting children  are not intended to be a barrier between the school and our families, but rather a protective shield. By managing the school perimeter strictly, we can focus our full attention on keeping our school community safe.
Dates for your diary
· Thursday 30th April: “Come and See Maths”- Parents are invited into school to see maths sessions and work with their children (you should have received a form)    
· Monday 4th May: Bank holiday 
· Tuesday 5th May: Nursery class to visit Greenmeadow Farm
· Thursday 7th May: Height, weight and vision screening for Reception children 
· Thursday 7th May: Y6 children to participate in a transition wellbeing workshop
· Tuesday 12th May: R/Y1, Y1/2, Y2/3 classes visit Greenmeadow Farm. 
· Tuesday 19th May: Y3/4 and Y5/6 mixed cricket tournament 
· Thursday 21st May: Y5 and 6 Team Striking and Fielding Competition at Heolddu  
· May 25th- May 29th Half term holiday
· Monday 1st June- Friday 19th June: Year 6 intensive swimming lessons
· Wednesday 3rd June: Y3/4 and Y5 classes visit Greenmeadow Farm
· Tuesday 16th June: Y5 and 6 Mixed cricket team competition
· Thursday 18th June: “Come and See Maths”- Parents are invited into school to see maths sessions and work with their children (times to follow)    
· Tuesday 23rd June:  Summer Fete from 2pm
· Thursday 25th June: A team of Y6 children will be taking part in the Rotary Club’s “Youthspeak” debating event
· Wednesday 1st July: Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly, 2pm 
· Friday 3rd July: Provisional date for sports day
· Wednesday 8th July: Nursery graduation, 9.30am  
· Wednesday 8th July- Friday 10th July: Residential trip for years 5 and 6 
· Monday 13th July-Wednesday 15th July: Year 6 children attending Heolddu in September have 3 days of transition visits 
· Thursday 16th July: Year 6 visit to Legal and General offices, Cardiff, as part of financial literacy work 
· Friday 17th July: End of term for children
There are other events planned which have yet to be confirmed; we’ll inform you once we have firm dates. 
Many thanks for your continued support.         
Mrs C Rees 
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