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Why is water wet?
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Peppa goes swimming. Share the story Peppa Goes Swimming by 

Scholastic with the children. Use the story to draw comparisons 

between the children’s experience and Peppa’s. Show the 

children a range of items including arm bands, a watering can, 

swimming trunks, a water float, glasses and a towel. Can they 

remember how the characters use the items in the story?

Practitioner note

There are animated versions of this lovely story online.

 SMSC Sp 2;  SMSC Sp 4

Listen and respond with growing 

attention and concentration. 

Or L 1

 Begin to make links to own 

experiences when listening to or 

exploring books/texts. 

Re C 2

Display photographs of 

the children’s memorable 

experience with a range 

of books on the theme of 

swimming. 

Re RA 1; Or S 3; Re RS 4;  

Re RS 5

Melting marbles. Freeze water in ice sphere trays – there are 

many options available to buy online. You can add food colouring, 

glitter or sequins to provide further interest. Invite the children 

to sit in a circle and pass the ice marbles around. Instruct the 

children to hold the ice marble and say how it feels. Can they 

describe what is happening as they hold it? Encourage the 

children to use words such as ice, cold, water, solid, liquid, freeze 

and melt in their conversations.

Practitioner note

This activity helps children understand the concept of melting 

and that water can be a solid or a liquid.

 SMSC Sp 2;  SMSC So 3

Show understanding of basic 

concepts such as in, on, big, 

little, wet, dry, hot and cold. 

Or L 7

 Listen to and carry out a two 

step instruction. 

Or L 2

Add ice marbles to the water 

tray so the children can 

observe their changes over 

time. Add sieves for scooping 

the ice marbles.

KUW 15; KUW 1; KUW 12; 

KUW 19; PD P 3
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Rainy day clothes! Start by asking the children ‘How do you keep 

dry when it rains?’ or ‘What do you wear when it rains?’ Invite 

the children to share their experiences and ideas, encouraging 

them to talk in simple sentences. For example ‘When it rains I put 

my coat on.’ Show the children a basket filled with different types 

of clothes. Ask for volunteers to choose an item they would wear 

on a rainy day and try to put it on. Include waterproof clothing 

such as a raincoat, waterproof trousers, wellies, waterproof hat 

and an umbrella. Make sure there are non-waterproof items in 

there too! 

Practitioner note

‘Rainy day sentence cards’ are available on The Hub to support 

this activity.

 SMSC Sp 2

Use sentences with five or more 

words with some grammatical 

immaturities, e.g. leaving out 

some link words. 

Or S 4

 Answer simple ‘Who?’, 

‘What?’ and open-ended 

questions relating to own 

experiences, stories or events. 

Or L 8

Peg a range of waterproof 

clothing on a washing line 

for the children to spray 

with water misters. Can they 

describe what happens?

KUW 17; KUW 1; KUW 19; 

PD P 3 

Let’s get wet! Why does water change shape? Why is water wet? Let’s dive right in and find out all about water and its 
properties. 

This half term, we’ll practise our letter recognition by fishing letters out of the water tray. We’ll learn water-themed 
vocabulary and start to think about initial sounds. We’ll carefully move water from one place to another and between 
different containers. Getting creative, we’ll use watery paints and pipettes to add colour to cloud and raindrop shapes. 
In our water area, we’ll play with blocks, stones, boats and small world animals. What will happen when we spray water 
onto different materials? Will they be waterproof? Thinking scientifically, we’ll explore the shape and depth of puddles, as 
well as investigating floating, sinking and melting. It might get messy when we make garden soup using petals, leaves and 
herbs. Using our mathematical skills, we’ll count numbered umbrellas and practise ordering numbers. On a rainy day, we’ll 
take a wet walk in our wellies, splashing in puddles and catching the rain. 

At the end of the ILP, we’ll decorate umbrellas using fabric paints and pens, and invite you to school for a water-themed 
singalong. 

®

Help your child prepare for their project
Water is wonderful! Why not freeze a range of small toys and objects in water and then excavate the frozen treasures by 
melting the ice with salt and water? You could also put different colours of food colouring in cups of water and explore 
colour mixing using your ‘potions’. Alternatively, create colourful outdoor artwork with chalk and water.

Why is water wet?
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Language, literacy and 
communication skills

Oracy; Reading; Writing

Mathematical development Developing numerical reasoning; Using number skills; Using measuring skills; 
Using geometry skills; Using data skills

Personal and social development, 
well-being and cultural diversity  

Personal development; Social development; Well-being

Knowledge and understanding of 
the world

Time and people; Myself and other living things; Myself and non-living things

Physical development Personal; Adventurous and physical play; Health, fitness and safety
Creative development Art, craft and design; Music


