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                                             NEWSLETTER                       26th January 2024 
 

1. Safeguarding 

 

Following on from a review of Tairgwaith safeguarding practices and arrival of pupils at the 

start of the school day I am writing to ensure all parents and carers are informed of 

Safeguarding arrangements moving forward.  

No parents or carers are to use the school main car park to drop off or collect children unless 

an agreement has been reached with the Deputy Head or Headteacher. The traffic gates will 

be locked at 8.40am and not opened until 3.30pm.  

 

Breakfast club opens at 8.10am and runs until 8.40am. No pupil will be admitted after 

8.30am. The main gate to the school will then be shut at 8.30am. The main gate will be 

reopened at 8.40am to allow all children to enter. School begins at 8.50am. The gate will be 

locked at 8.50am. After this time if a pupil is late they will need to be brought by a parent or 

carer to main reception to sign in. Do not drop your child at the bottom of the drive and let 

them walk up as the gate will be locked. The telephone number of the school is on the gate 

and a telephone call will be needed to alert office staff that entry is required.  

 

Nursery parents and carers will use the Nursery gate at 11.15am to collect their children. This 

will be locked after the last Nursery parent or carer has left.  

 

At the end of the school day the main gate to school will be opened at 3.15pm so that children 

may be collected or walk home at 3.20pm when school finishes. The gate will be locked 

when the last parent leaves. If there are After school clubs being run the gate will be opened 

at the conclusion of the club for children to be collected.  

 

All of these actions are to ensure our school site can be as secure as is possible and that all 

pupils and staff are safeguarded in the most stringent way.  

 

If there any questions regarding this matter please do not hesitate to contact me through the 

school office, telephone or via email.  
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2. Attendance 

I am delighted to say that attendance for January is above our target of 92%. Last week alone 

the whole school figure was 95%. Diolch yn fawr pawb. It is important to our school that 

pupils arrive to start the day at 8.50am. As soon as the children enter class, active learning 

begins. Staff have been proactive in maximising learning opportunities at the start of the day. 

It is crucial that children are in class on time and not late.  

 

3. Extra Curricular Clubs 

We are very fortunate that on a Monday we have a Performing Arts Club that is offered 

through a student from Ystalyfera School. This has been a delightful addition to the other 

activities offered by the school.  

I was very fortunate to take a Girls’ football team to the Swansea City tournament on 

Monday 22nd January. It gave members of our football club an opportunity to put into 

practice the skills they had learnt. I was exceptionally proud of their efforts and am delighted 

to inform you that Lucy Davies scored an absolute screamer from about 20 yards. I am a 

strong advocate for girls’ football and if any girl is interested in joining a club then Bryn 

Rovers are looking for players. You can contact Gareth Smith on 07951223734. 

4. Holocaust  Evening 

On Tuesday 6th February our School Choir will be performing at the Princess Royal Theatre 

in Port Talbot as part of an evening where we remember the victims of the Holocaust. It is an 

evening that as a school we value highly as it places Tairgwaith as a key member of Neath 

Port Talbot Community efforts. Consent forms have been sent home. The children will 

remain in school and be given something to eat before departing at approximately 4.15pm. 

The evening begins at 6pm and we think the children will return to school by 8.15pm. A text 

will be sent out with the exact time on the evening. 

This year the children from Year 3 to Year 6 entered the poetry and art competitions as we 

have done on many occasions. Remarkably and a testament to the brilliance of our children is 

the fact that the pupils of Tairgwaith have won EVERY competition they have entered. Out 

of the 53 Primary schools in the Local Authority our pupils were successful. An incredible 

achievement for our pupils.  

5. Estyn visit 

You will have received a link on Monday and Tuesday of this week to complete a survey 

regarding your views on Tairgwaith. We wanted to ensure everyone had a way of competing 

the questionnaire. We would appreciate this being completed. The deadline for completion is 

11pm on Sunday 28th January. 
On Tuesday you would have been given information regarding the purpose of the visit from 

Estyn. This information was brought home in a letter with each child. If you have not 

received this information please contact the school office.  

Estyn will be visiting our school during the week commencing Monday 5th February and will 

be with us until Thursday 8th February.  

On Monday 5th February at 3.30pm Estyn would like to meet with parents and carers of the 

children of Tairgwaith school in the School Hall. For parents/carers to attend the meeting, 



staff will be available to supervise the children. The Performing Arts Club will still be 

running that evening. 

6. Inset days 

A reminder that school will be closed to pupils on Friday 9th February, which is the last day 

of this half term. The children have a week’s holiday.  Monday 19th February is also an Inset 

day. Children will return to school on Tuesday 20th February.  

 

7. Parent Teacher Association 

Our wonderful PTA members have activities planned for after half term. We have a Movie 

night organised for Wednesday 28th February more information to follow. A Mother's Day 

shop will be arranged so children can purchase a gift for £3 for a special person in their 

life. 
 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Friday 2nd February – Boys Football Tournament 
Tuesday 6th February – Holocaust Evening.  
Thursday 8th February – School break up 
Friday 9th February – Inset Day 
Monday 12th /Friday 16th February – Half term 
Monday 19th February – Inset Day 
Tuesday 20th February – Children return to school 
Wednesday 28th February – Movie night 
Tuesday 5th & Wednesday 6th March – Mother’s Day Shop 
 
 

‘Paratoi pob plentyn am dyfodol gwell. / Preparing every child for a better future. 
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tairgwaith@npt.school 
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