
 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changes to Breakfast Club ~ The start of the 

kitchen refurbishment has been delayed. We 

will let you know asap when the new changes 

will take place.  Please be reminded that 

Breakfast Club starts at 8:15 am.  Breakfast 

Club closes at 8:35 am.  All pupils need to be 

accompanied by an adult with the exception of 

Year 5 & 6 pupils.  Please do not leave younger 

pupils with their older siblings.  Many thanks.   

 

PTA News ~ The PTA Valentine School disco will take place on 

Wednesday 15th February in the school hall. 

 

Reception News ~ this week we have been working in 

our cooperative groups to  think of a way to make 

new people feel welcome in our local area. As a class 

we thought of many ideas and decided to make a 

booklet/brochure about our wonderful country of Wales. 

Each group chose a topic e.g. cities and towns, landmarks, 

animals, music and culture, food and sport. During the week 

we created planning boards and next week we’ll work 

together to use PicCollage, JIT and other ways to create 

our booklet. When exploring Welsh food we discovered that 

not many of us had tasted cawl, so we decided to make it. 

It was lots of fun preparing the healthy vegetables and even 

nicer tasting the cawl. We also tasted Welsh cakes and 

cheese, following the activity we created a pictogram to 

show our favourite Welsh food. The most popular was the cheese and the least was the 

cawl. Within our maths learning we have been using vegetables and a balancing scale. 

First, we chose two vegetables and estimated which is the heaviest//lightest. We then 

used the balancing scale to check and finally arranged the vegetables from the heaviest to 

lightest. Welsh has been fun this week as we have been exploring dillad/clothes and the 

clothes we would wear for different weathers. 
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Right of the month for January - Article 29:  The right to become 

the best you can be. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3 & 4 News ~ It has been a busy few weeks in Year 3/4 and 

we have all been working hard on our new topic, from the 

“Caribbean to Cymru”. We are continuing to read our class book 

written by Floella Benjamin. It is very interesting and we have 

really enjoyed learning about how she lived, the food her Marmie 

cooked and what school life was like in Trinidad. We read that 

her Marmie liked to cook coconut drop biscuits, so we looked up 

the recipe and cooked them 

ourselves. They were delicious. We 

have also been researching different 

fruits and vegetables native to the 

Caribbean like guava, callaloo and dasheen. Also, as part of 

our theme we have researched a Trinidad artist called Althia 

McNish. She was famous for her patterns and designs using 

tropical fruit and plants. We have begun to create our own 

designs in the style of this artist. This week our Year 4 

pupils have been swimming and our Gardening Club have been 

busy collecting and tidying the leaves in our garden. 

 

Year 5 & 6 News ~ This week the children in Year 5/6 have enjoyed 

making Jamaican Coconut Cookies as part of our Migration topic. The 

children needed to weigh the ingredients to then bake the cookies. The 

children were able to decorate then eat the cookies. The children 

really enjoyed this. We have also been learning about Chinese New 

Year and found out this year is the Year of the Rabbit. On Wednesday 

we celebrated St Dwynwen’s Day, where the children were able to have 

a ‘Slushie Cariad’, which they thoroughly 

enjoyed. Diolch, Baglan Troopers, Healthy 

Schools and Criw Cymreag for these. Year 5/6 children were 

very lucky to have Mr Doyle deliver a poetry lesson where he 

read multiple poems based on Jamaica and the Windrush. The 

children then created their own poem based on Port Talbot. 

The children have also enjoyed reading more of our story the 

‘Windrush Child’ by Benjamin Zephaniah for our topic of 

Migration.   

 

Nursery News ~ In Nursery we have continued exploring and 

learning about the Caribbean. We used different resources to find 

out where the Caribbean and the UK are in the world. We used 

Google Maps to have a look at the different Caribbean islands. We 

learnt that the islands are green and all the blue is the water 

called the Caribbean sea.  We used the 

globe to see how far the Caribbean is 

from the UK. We said it was quite far and would take a long time 

on a boat. We also used the Atlas book to look at the Caribbean 

islands in detail. The book also give us some information about the 

Caribbean. There are 21 Caribbean islands and we were able to 

remember the names of some like Jamaica and Cuba.  



We looked at the different flags of the Caribbean islands. They all had different colours 

and some were very bright. We have been colouring the different flags in the writing area 

making sure to select the correct colours.  

On Wednesday we celebrated Dydd Santes Dwynwen, we talked about the meaning of the 

day and created a gift to take home for someone special. We also enjoyed our ‘Slushie’s 

Cariad’ at snack time. 
 

Dydd Santes Dwynwen ~ The Baglan Troopers, Healthy Schools 

and Criw Cymraeg did a fantastic job 

working together on Wednesday. The 

Baglan Troopers went around the 

classes tallying up how many slushies 

each class needed. Healthy Schools 

then made the slushies with ice, 

strawberries and honey. Finally the 

Criw Cymraeg delivered the slushies to 

the classes. Everyone enjoyed and 

said they were very tasty. A big 

thank you to everyone for taking part. The slushies will also be 

on sale in the school valentine disco.  

Year 1 & 2 News ~ Another busy week in Blwyddyn 1 a 2! We have been working on our 

thinking skills. We have explored the concept of fairness, inequality, and freedom as part 

of our focused tasks. We have had some fantastic and thoughtful answers. Some felt 

fairness means sharing things out equally, others think fairness means everyone gets what 

they need. We love seeing the children using their thinking skills 

and putting lots of thought into their answers. We have had 

some lovely – and hilarious – answers to our ‘Would you rather…’ 

question of the week ‘Would you rather have two pairs of arms, 

or two pairs of legs!’ 

We have been exploring landscapes in Wales and landscapes of 

islands in the Caribbean. We chose our favourite landscape and 

sketched out our recreation, finally we took our time and used 

watercolour paints to recreate our favourite Caribbean island 

landscape. The outcomes are fantastic and we can’t wait to show them off! 

This week we celebrated Dydd Santes Dwynwen. We looked at people we loved and why we 

loved them – I’m am sure their answers would bring a tear to your eye! We made Dydd 

Santes Dwynwen cards, sequenced the story and discussed what love means to us. 

 

Year 2 & 3 News ~  In class we are continuing to learn all about The Windrush and Floella 

Benjamin’s story. We have also read the story John Agard’s, The Windrush child. We 

spoke about the similarities and differences with the two stories, 

the class were good at picking out all the details. In cooperative 

groups the children discussed the feelings of Floella Benjamin 

throughout her journey and her time in England. In English, we 

have been looking at poems, we have studied rhyming poems. In 

small groups the children read a well-known rhyme, from this 

they changed it so it was all about Floella Benjamin.  We have 

also looked at acrostic poems, we will be writing acrostic poems 



beginning with some of the following words; Windrush, Caribbean or Floella. 

In maths, we are learning about data handling. We have interpreted bar charts and 

pictograms and going to try and draw our own. We have really 

enjoyed our art session where we have studied The Windrush boat 

and carefully drawn it step by step. We have also looked at 

Caribbean sunsets and the beautiful colours. It was great fun 

learning how to use water paints correctly making the colours light 

and dark and also blending them. 

 

Football News ~ On Monday, some of our Year 6 pupils 

participated in the Swansea Schools Cup at PURE 

Football Llangefelach. There were a large number of 

other schools there and we were drawn in group B with 

Alltwen, Rhosafan, St Theresa's Pontardawe, 

Blaenbaglan and Bryncoch Church in Wales. We played 

fantastically well in each game and every player 

contributed in a positive way. Our first game against 

Alltwen finished 13-0 to us, our second finished 1-1 

against Rhosafan, and our third game resulted in a 1-0 

loss to finalists St Theresa's. We then beat Pontardawe 

7-0, followed by a 2-1 win in the local derby against 

Blaenbaglan. We finished our group by beating Bryncoch 

CiW 4-0. These results meant we could progress from 

the group stages to the semi-finals where we played out 

a hard fought game against eventual winners St 

Joseph's. The children really enjoyed the day and were a credit to the school showing 

great sportsmanship and behaviour. Da iawn pawb, we are very proud of you! 

Dates for the Diary 

30.01.2023 – 03.02.2023 Year 3 Swimming Week – Aberavon Leisure Centre (Please 

return your child’s consent form) 

01.02.2023 School closed to pupils due to strike action 

06.02.2023 Work will begin on the kitchen refurbishment.  Different side 

to line up for Breakfast Club. 8:15 am start as normal.  

Closes at 8:35 am. 

13.02.2023 Rescheduled:  Open afternoon for new Nursery parents 12:15 

– 1:15 pm 

15.02.2023 PTA School Valentine Disco 

02.03.2023  Open afternoon for parents: Reception ~ Year 6 2:30 – 

3:15 pm. 

 Opening morning for morning Nursery parents ~ 11 ~ 

11:30 am 

 Open afternoon for afternoon Nursery parents ~ 2:45 ~ 

3:10 pm 

This is an opportunity for parents and carers to look at the 

children’s books with the children. 

08.03.2023 INSET Day ~ School closed to pupils 

29.03.2023  Morning Nursery Easter Concert 9:30 am 

 Afternoon Nursery Class Easter songs 2:45 pm 



 

 

Shining Stars ~ Ser Disglair 

 

 

 

Miss Wilson ~ 

Nursery 

Autumn I ~ for becoming a confident and independent member of the 

classroom and for sharing her ideas and answering questions during 

carpet time.  Da iawn. 

Lowri T ~ for always being a kind and helpful friend and member of 

the classroom.  You are a super role model.  Ardderchog Lowri! 

Mrs Challenger ~ 

Reception 

Matilda G ~ for her excellent skills when sorting animals from Wales 

and the Caribbean. 

Jacob E ~ for trying hard to read tricky words in his work pack, da 

iawn. 

Mr Atkins ~ 

Reception/ 

Dosbarth 1 

Harlee P ~ for being an excellent help around the class, thank you. 

Curtis TP ~ for his great independent writing about clothing we wear 

in Wales. 

Miss Roberts ~ 

Dosbarth 1 & 2   

Reeve W ~ for his excellent recall of a story.  Da iawn Reeve. 

Annabella AG ~ for an excellent recreation of a Caribbean landscape. 

Miss Randall ~  

Dosbarth 2 & 3   

Ralph P ~ for being so helpful towards his peers with the spelling of 

tricky words. 

Hollie P ~ for writing a very detailed set of instructions for making a 

smoothie. 

Mrs Roosmalen ~ 

Dosbarth 3 & 4 

Jesse E ~ for his great work in maths using division.  Gwaith da 

Jesse. 

Cassie L ~ for her beautiful presentation when re drafting her work.  

Bendigedig Cassie. 

Mrs Selley 

Dosbarth 4 & 5 

Lili Mai R ~ for her excellent progress during our swimming sessions 

this week.  Bendigedig! 

Molly P ~ for her great work with fractions of a quantity in maths.  

Ardderchog Molly. 

Miss Noon/ Mrs 

Myatt 

Dosbarth 5 & 6 

Cherry H ~ for always giving 100% in her work, ardderchog! 

Jackson T ~ for being kind and thoughtful in class. Thank you. 

Mrs Smart 

Dosbarth 6 

Olivia R and Luey T ~ for their excellent work on percentages. 

Laila Lee D ~ for her lovely art work, da iawn Laila Lee. 

Mrs White ~ all 

classes 

Sam B and Morgan P ~ for their excellent work researching Trinidad.  

Da iawn. 


