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Franksbridge School Assessment for Learning Policy
Introduction
This policy aims to give all members of the school community clear guidance with regard to the Intent, Implementation and Impact of effective Assessment for Learning at Franksbridge Primary School.
Intent
Assessment for Learning (AfL) involves the use of classroom assessment to improve learning. It differs from assessment of learning, which measures what learners know and can do.
Through AfL 
· guidance about progress can be made to pupils
· teachers can plan and adapt learning experiences to suit pupils’ stage of development
· pupils will become involved in their own learning
· and parents can be encouraged to contribute.
At Franksbridge Primary School, we believe that effective AfL is crucial to good pupil progress and raising attainment. It also contributes to the motivation and aspirations of our pupils. It is a whole-school strategy involving all staff, pupils and parents.
The key elements of Assessment for Learning are:
1. Effective questioning
2. Giving appropriate feedback (written and oral)
3. Sharing success criteria with pupils (and other adults in the classroom)
4. Peer and self-assessment
5. Making formative use of assessment information
Implementation
Learning Objectives and Success Criteria
Children need to know what a successful piece of work or task looks like, whether it is a piece of artwork, gymnastics, maths or literacy. The learning objective needs to be very clear in all lessons.
LO (Learning Objective).
Often the learning objective refers to a process such as ‘learn how to…’ or ‘understand …’ Modelling of a strategy or method by the teacher, another adult, or in some cases children, is valuable. The use of video examples can also be very helpful and motivating.
Sometimes there is a specific outcome required, such as a newspaper report or a line graph. In these cases, it is helpful to share with pupils a good example, often referred to as a ‘WAGOLL’ (What a good one looks like).
Working walls and displays are used to remind pupils of key learning points.
Regular Review of Learning
Most lessons begin with a review of previously learned material to establish children’s individual and collective starting points. Understanding what our children already know is one of the most important aspects of Assessment for Learning.
Questioning
In AfL, questioning provides opportunities to explore children’s thinking and to check for understanding. For this to be effective, questioning needs to be carefully planned and children need to be given time to think and respond.
Responses may be scaffolded by a teacher or teaching assistant to support and extend learning. Well-planned questions that are designed to target the needs of individual learners are used to quickly identify children’s understanding, uncover misconceptions, and encourage engagement and deep learning for all pupils.
Hands-up is avoided when questions are asked. Instead, all pupils are asked to consider the question and prepare a response before a child is selected to answer. Often, pupils are asked to ‘think, pair, share’ so that they have an opportunity to share ideas with another pupil before sharing their ideas with the whole class.
Giving Appropriate Feedback
(Please also see the Marking and Feedback Policy.)
Effective feedback focuses on learning objectives and/or children’s individual next steps.
Teachers use a combination of verbal explanation and written responses (following our marking code) to show children what they have done well and what they need to do to improve further. This will be broken down into precise, small steps to enable each child to succeed. Feedback is given alongside the child wherever possible. It is recognised that live verbal feedback is more effective than written feedback because it is immediate and can lead to deeper exploration of a concept with the teacher. However, it is not possible to rely solely on verbal feedback as the children move through the school so written feedback is used as an additional strategy.
Where required, models, scaffolds and other support will be provided. 
Teachers recognise and praise progress, effort and growth mindset. Mistakes are embraced as pivot points in the learning process. They help teachers to identify and address pupils’ misconceptions.
Peer and Self-Assessment
Time must be given to teach children how to reflect upon their learning and to successfully assess their own and others’ work. This may be at the end of teaching sessions or partway through in the form of a mini plenary.
Younger pupils usually use verbal forms of peer assessment. Older pupils use a combination of verbal and written peer assessment. 
Success Criteria
When giving feedback, pupils are encouraged to refer to the success criteria for the lesson. They usually identify two criteria that have been met (WWW / What went well) and one that could form the next step in learning (EBI / Even Better If…)
Involving Parents and Carers
Every child has a set of individual termly targets. For older children who can read confidently, these are printed on a bookmark that moves between home and school so that parents and children can discuss and support the child’s next steps in learning.
Written reports are sent out once a year for all children. These reports include accounts of a child’s progress in subjects and activities studied as part of the school curriculum. Welsh government test results are shared for pupils in years 3 to 6.
“Next Steps” are included. Children are also involved in assessing their own progress and commenting on what they enjoy, find difficult, and need to improve.
Parents are invited to reflect upon the report and discuss aspects with staff as necessary. They are also given opportunities to discuss their children’s progress and next steps in learning during parental consultations in the autumn and spring terms.
Children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN)
Children with ALN have ULP (Universal Learning Provision) targets or IDPs (Individual Development Plans) recorded on the TYFU system. These are formally reviewed and updated twice each year, in April and September. Informally, the pupils’ progress is being reviewed and responded to on a daily basis.
Children Looked After (CLA) will have Personal Education Plans (PEPs) containing their individual targets.
Progression in  Assessment for Learning
Foundation Learners (Class One)
1. Review of prior learning at the beginning of each learning session.
2. Children are introduced to appropriate vocabulary – “You are going to learn about...”
3. Review of learning at the end of each learning session – “What do you know now/what can you do now that you couldn’t do before?”
4. Thumbs up and thumbs down to show level of understanding.
5. Live feedback from teaching staff during lessons.
6. Verbal peer assessment and self-assessment  (WWW/ EBI)
7. Use of traffic lights in books to show confidence levels


Older Learners (Class Two)
 In addition to the measures above:
1. Symbols from the marking code are displayed. These are used by teachers and pupils when editing work.
2. During lessons, live verbal feedback is given to pupils. Between lessons, teachers and LSAs use marking codes and brief written prompts to give praise and identify next steps in learning..
3. Pupils develop the language of peer and self-assessment;  teachers and LSAs model this where necessary.
4.  Learning objectives, Success Criteria and Wagolls are shared with pupils.
5. Responses are requested in ways that encourage everyone to participate, such as use of whiteboards, “hands down”, and ‘think, pair, share.’
6. Peer and self-assessment regularly planned in (WWW and EBI). Children are encouraged to reflect upon their progress and next steps regularly.
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