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Support for Additional Learning Needs (ALN) in Powys
All children and young people learn at different rates and some may require additional support to achieve their goals and aspirations. Those who learn at a different rate than the majority of their peers, may have an additional learning need.  This might be presented in one or more of the below:
· Reading and writing or maths
· Emotional difficulties
· Delays in their language development
· Physical or medical needs or difficulties with sight and hearing
With many children and young people these additional learning needs are not severe or can be temporary, such as learning a new language.  For some however, the challenges they face are going to be with them for some time and require the school, parents, the child/young person and the local authority, (sometimes with other agencies) to work together to plan, implement and review any additional support or provision they need. 
All Powys schools have access to a range of support services, so that they can identify learners who are having difficulties with their learning and provide them with the additional support.
How to Access Support
Generally support for pupils with additional educational needs follows a 'graduated response'. That means we build up the intensity of support if they are not responding as hoped to the work being done to increase progress.
· Special schools and specialist centres
· Local Authority Support
If you have concerns over the progress your child is making, you should first talk to the class teacher or the Additional Learning Needs Coordinator (Mrs. Wilkie).
Alternatively the school may contact you to let you know of their concerns.
If it is agreed that the pupil has special educational needs, the school will assess whether the provision to meet those needs can be provided at school or a request needs to be made for support from the local authority support services.
Schools and settings are increasingly trained in assessing and supporting children with additional needs.

Types of Support
Where a school or setting feels they need more support, they may contact the local authority support services and a consultation meeting agrees an action plan which may involve further work to be done by the school, and/or engagement of one of the support services:
· The educational psychology service
· Sensory Support team
· Support from the Pupil Referral Service
· Outreach from special school or specialist centre
The school will access these services through a platform called TYFU. If your child has additional learning needs, his/her documents will be held on TYFU and you will be given access to the platform.
ALN Provision at Franksbridge School
If needed, your child will receive additional learning support in school. Most commonly, pupils receive extra support for
· Language and Literacy Support
· Maths and Numeracy Support
· Emotional and Behavioural Support
The first level of support is known as Universal Learning Provision (ULP). Universal Provision is available for all children and includes use of resources in class such as:
· Number lines
· Number grids
· Numicon
· Alphabet arcs
· Differentiated exercises and spellings
· Access to Nessy and Wordshark programmes

Some children require a higher level of support or Additional Learning Provision (ALP), in addition to the universal learning provision. At Franksbridge School ALP may include:
· One to one or small group phonics lessons
· Precision teaching
· Bespoke numeracy programmes 
· Bespoke language programmes 
· Bespoke literacy programmes




In terms of emotional, behavioural and social support, ULP involves:
· Weekly Circle Time sessions
· Visualisation
· Values-based assemblies
· Emotion coaching lessons
· Exploring emotional and social issues through poetry, literature and drama
· Worry Box
· Buddy Bench 
· Extra transition support (VIP Days)
· Brain breaks and water breaks

Some children have additional emotional, social and behavioural needs. These needs are addressed through a graduated  approach that may include:
· A safe space with use of sensory support toys and theraputtty
· Personalised timetables or now and next boards
· Emotional Literacy Support (ELSA) programmes in small groups or one to one
· Support and guidance from CAMHS Inreach service
· Counselling from Area 43 (Year five and six)
· Outreach support from the Pupil Referral Unit
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