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Autumn Term 2025
Hedgehogs
Road Trip USA
	Our Theme


	Buckle up, sunglasses on. The Hedgehogs are going on a road trip across USA. They will use map skills to navigate their way around the states and some of America’s most famous landmarks. They will meet the Iroquois tribe; Native Americans with amazing customs and traditions. At the same time, they will be comparing and contrasting our beautiful country; Wales, and growing their knowledge of the country, it’s geography and it’s amazing landmarks. 

	  Languages, Literacy    

          and       

     Communication
	The development of reading, writing and oracy will be closely connected to this term’s topic. They will be encouraged to use a wider range of punctuation in their writing, and to write creatively using the best vocabulary they know. There will also be a focus on expanding their sentences to include interesting details for their audiences. 

Writing: 

· The children will begin by exploring recount writing in the form of diary writing and journals. 
· They will also explore biography writing by researching some of the famous people they meet through their research. 

Reading: 

The children will encounter a range of fiction and non-fiction texts that will be part of their daily guided reading and shared read alouds with the teacher. The texts will model diary writing and biographies to provide models for the children to learn from. 
Every child has a reading book which they will bring home every Friday. Please support your child’s reading development and progress by trying to read with them at home. The best way to become a better reader is to read more. All books need to be returned to school on Wednesday. 
Oracy:

The children will have the opportunity to speak in different contexts and develop skills and confidence through drama and role play activities, debates about historical elements and by presenting to different groups. 

	Mathematics and Numeracy
	We are starting the new year developing new knowledge and understanding about Place value followed by addition and subtraction skills. 
By connecting with our topic, the children will 

· investigate measurement in the form of distances

· look at different currencies and using money in real contexts

	Science and Technology

	To encourage an understanding and support strong ties to the learning, the class will research then design their thinking to plan and make different traditional American recipes. 
The class will look at programable toys and create a series of commands to move it around a grid that represents an American city or along a route with landmarks. 

Developing research skills will be a key goal for this first term, the children will use research skills to find true and false statements about the Native American tribes. 

	Humanities

	While exploring the USA, the class will also focus on the “Cynefin” aspect (their connection to the country they live in - Wales). They will look for parallels and differences between the US and Wales, exploring the geography, landmarks and history of both. 
The class will research physical features; mountains, rivers, states and counties in addition to impressive landmarks. 

The goal is for the children to grow their knowledge and appreciation of their homeland alongside the discoveries in America.

To support their biography writing, the children will find out about iconic Americans, past and present. 

	Expressive arts
	The class have already started exploring the symbols used by the Native American Iroquois tribe. 
They will be designing their own symbols to create a message. They will also research totem poles and their significance to these tribes. 
We will use the outdoor areas of our school to collect things from nature to design and make personal dream catchers. 

	Health and Well-being
	During the autumn term the children will have a weekly PE lesson on a Tuesday. Please can you send them to school in a suitable PE kit with trainers. If the weather remains dry and warm, we will have lessons outside and later in the term in the school hall. 
The children will take part in different game and ball skills, developing great sportsmanship and team spirit. 

A timetable for Forest Schools has been shared, your child will have these sessions (in 3 week blocks) on Wednesday afternoon with Mrs. Evans. They will spend time in our wonderous outdoor environment, exploring, risk-taking and discovering nature. 

People's thoughts, feelings and responses to a circumstance or event may be different. It is sometimes important to challenge others' points of view in a calm, fair, well-mannered and constructive way. The Hedgehogs class will develop these skills through debate about different topics such as the first meeting of Christopher Columbus and the native people in the country he sailed to. 


	How parents can help
	· If anyone has visited America and would like to come to school to share their experiences, please get in touch with the school or pop in at the end of the day to the class doorway. 
· Guide your child to find out about the Native American people, can they connect what happened to them to any current events today?
· If you could hear your child read their school book every week, it would be a great help in promoting their literacy development. If they encounter unknown words, please encourage them to make a note of the word and the page. They should always try to find out what new words mean. 

· Encourage them to talk about and understand the geography of Wales, the different counties, rivers, mountains and landmarks. 
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