
 

  

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE OFFICE  

TELEPHONE IS NOT MANNED BETWEEN 3.30PM AND 8.40 

AM.  PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE IF IT IS URGENT. MANY 

THANKS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteachers Note:    

Some exciting news this week, our ‘Big Bocs Bwyd’ has arrived! 
Hopefully, we will soon have a banner using Indigo’s logo and name – 
‘Siop Y Ddraig Goch’ ‘The Welsh Dragon Shop’! 

We have also had our first donation of food from Morrisons Neath – 
Thank you so much Stephanie their community champion for starting 
of our stock! We still have a while to go – but read our journey 
update below and watch this space! We can’t wait to have a grand 
opening and invite you all along! 

The new nursery pupils have settled in well and enjoying their time 
exploring their classroom and making new friends. It was lovely to 
meet them all. The nursery and reception have also thoroughly 
enjoyed their taster gymnastic session with Neath Afan gymnastics.  

Also, this week, Mr Doyle has been working with year 4 pupils on 
their literacy skills and Gemma Loaring has been working with the 
children on their Welsh skills.  

As you can see, we have a busy term ahead, so pop the dates in the 
diary. 

Many thanks for your support as always.  

 Nursery: Mrs Thomas/ Miss Powell 

 We have had a very busy 2 weeks in Nursery! 

We have been practising our shapes and colours to make 

some fantastic castles! We remembered the different parts of 

a castle when we built them too! 

We have also had lots of celebrations! We made lanterns for 

Lunar New Year, and we made shakers for Dysd Miwsig!  

We also got to try some gymnastics in the hall! We really 

enjoyed jumping and running on the different equipment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YNYSFACH NEWS 
February 4, 2022 

 

Year 5 – Miss Gardiner  

Such a fantastic fortnight in Year 5! In mathematics, we've 

explored the perimeter and area of shapes. Furthermore, 

we've been working on our mental maths skills and 

learning different ways to add and subtract. In literacy, we 

have been working on our balanced arguments. We 

conducted a vast amount of research and have completed 

our final draft. In topic, we have been working on our stop 

motion project. We've spent time sequencing the story of 

Gelert, creating characters and props, writing scripts and 

filming various scenes - we are so excited to watch our 

final productions.   

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

Feb 7th – Valentines Raffle (donations to the Big Bocs 
Bwyd) – will be drawn Friday 11th Feb 
Feb 8th, 15th – Mr Doyle literacy skills with year 4 
14th Feb – Yr 5 & 6 Fish of the dish lesson 
17th Feb – Non uniform day £1 – cake and milk shake 
sale 50p 
18th Feb – INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 
21st Feb – 25th Feb  – HALF TERM – Virtual Eisteddfod 
1st Mar – St David’s day -pupils to wear Welsh costume 
28th Feb – Mar 5th  – Book of the term & Welsh week 
3rd March – World book day (pupils dress up in a book 
character) 
7th Mar – Food standards road show (Pirates of the 
chillibean 
17th Mar – Nur – Yr 2 Fluoride Varnish 
18th March – Comic Relief (details to follow) 
28th Mar – 30th Mar – Year 6 Residential (details of 
meeting to follow)  
28th Mar – Apr 8th – Ethical Informed Citizens Week 
Apr 11th –Apr 22nd – EASTER HOLIDAYS 
Apr 25th - INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 
Apr 26th – Term starts for pupils 
 
 

Reception/Year 1: Mrs Pickering  
We’ve had a really busy fortnight in reception and Year 1. In literacy we 

have been continuing our work on The Enormous Turnip, acting out the 

story and showing our understanding by completing a story mountain. 

In maths we have been using a doubling machine to look at doubling 

numbers to 10 and the Year 1’s have even been doubling some numbers to 

100! 

Lots of celebrations have taken part over the last two weeks such as St 

Dwynwen’s day and Dydd Miwsig Cymru. We have been listening to 

different bands and musicians from Wales and have created fact files of 

our favourites. On Tuesday we celebrated Chinese New Year. We listened 

to the story of how the animals crossed the river and won the race to 

have a year’s named after them. This year is the year of the tiger. We 

looked at the different years that we were born to find out which animal 

was celebrated. In maths we then used the story to look at ordinal 

numbers, and put the animals in order from first to twelfth. 

On Thursday Neath Afan Gymnastics came into school to show us 

different gymnastics skills. Everyone loved it and had lots of fun. We were 

all very tired at the end had a certificate to show how hard we worked. 

 



 

Year 3 : Mrs D’Angeli    What a super busy fortnight in Year 3. 

We were delighted to add our work to our Rights portfolio that has 

begun its journey in Year 3. We looked very closely at Article 29 - 

The right to be the best we can be and used a diamond nine grid to 

rank our suggestions in order of importance. This was a group 

effort and we worked so amicably and sensibly. Mrs D'Angeli was 

super proud. In math’s we have used our estimating skills to 

measure in cm, we were all so accurate. Wow! We have also been 

using our math’s reasoning skills to solve a problem, we used the 

RUCSAC method and had to draw pictures to solve a problem. In 

literacy we have followed our explanation plan to write a 

wonderful explanation text on 'How to stay healthy'  

In welsh we have used plenty of extended sentences to describe 

ourselves. Ardderchog to a fantastic fortnight Year 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Mrs Thomas   Year 4 have been working extremely 

hard over the last couple of weeks. We have enjoyed writing 

sessions with Mr Doyle every Tuesday, which we have worked hard 

in. Mr Doyle has been very impressed with our writing skills. In our 

English work, we have continued exploring instructional texts. We 

have identified and used imperative verbs and adverbs in our 

writing as well as planned and written our own set of instructions. 

In Maths, we have learned all about co-ordinates and applied our 

newfound skills to draw polygons on a co-ordinate grid. We have 

also been using an analogue clock to tell the time to the nearest 5 

minutes. In our topic work, we have begun researching welsh 

castles. We have explored dates that castles in Wales were built 

then ordered them on a timeline. We have also explored a castle of 

choice to create a fact file about it. Our Welsh oracy skills are 

becoming very fluent. We are becoming more confident every day 

in using key sentence patterns to talk about another person   

 

 

Big Bocs Bwyd  

News     

A huge congratulation to Indigo in year 5 for winning the 

logo and name competition. Our new community venture 

will be named Siop Y Ddraig Goch.  

Thank you to everyone who completed our 

questionnaire, we can see how supportive you are going 

to be at reducing food waste and how amazingly positive 

you were, on how much this venture is going to make a 

difference to our community.  

As you can see our Big Bocs Bwyd arrived yesterday, we 

still need doors fitted, electricity and fridges and freezers 

fitted, but the pupils are so excited.  

We have had our first donation and we are also running a 

Valentines raffle next week to raise funds for the shop. 

We still do need donations from local shops / super 

markets to support this venture, if you can help with 

this Please get in touch with the school. 

Finally, when we have more information, on our opening 

day we will let you know and be asking for help. We are 

even hoping to have a decking area for coffee mornings! 

Thanks again for your support – we love our Ynysfach 

community!  

Year 6 – Mrs Thomas/ Miss LeMasurier  

We have had another busy 2 weeks in Year 6. In English, we 

have written our explanation texts about the water cycle and 

have been analysing newspaper reports. We have also looked 

at headlines and writing introductions for our newspapers. In 

Maths, we have been looking at sequencing numbers and 

using the nth term. We have also been investigating square 

numbers. In our Humanities topic work, we have begun 

writing a chronological report about the history of Wales. We 

used our research of key events and our timelines to plan and 

write the report. In Science and Technology topic, we have 

used our research on hydropower in Wales to formulate 

arguments and contribute to discussions about the future of 

renewable energy in Wales.  

 

Year  1/2 :  Miss Evans  For the last two weeks we have been 

concentrating on learning our new Pie Corbett story. We now know 

it really well and have been able to add actions in order to retell it 

without looking at the story. We have had so much fun doing this. 

We have also been working in our groups to create our innovations 

for the story. We will be writing our innovated stories next week. In 

maths we have been problem solving with money, finding different 

combinations of coins and also finding change. We have been 

finding out about where we live and looking at maps of the world, 

of Europe, the UK and of Wales. We have also been able to locate 

counties of Wales on our maps. We have been working with Mr 

Pughsley to create our dragon story animations using Stop Motion, 

we also self-assessed our work with two stars and a wish. We found 

out about the story of the Welsh flag. We have been practicing our 

throwing and catching skills in PE and have been having lots of fun 

playing different games. We have been taking part in Ffit February 

with Mr Ffit, video's and photo's have been posted in our Google 

Classroom and on Twitter, please take a look and if you also take 

part in a challenge please feel free to post it there. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 


