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TELEPHONE IS NOT MANNED BETWEEN 3.30PM AND 8.40 

AM.  PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE IF IT IS URGENT. MANY 

THANKS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteachers Note:    

We have had a very busy few weeks. The year 6 pupils had a lovely 
few days in Manor adventure and as always their behaviour was 
amazing – many thanks to you all. Also thank you to MISS LeMasurier 
and Mrs Pickering for giving up their time to give year 6 this 
experience. Some lovely memories! 

We have had an amazing Ethical Informed Citizens week, with visitors 
such as ‘Under the sky’, Callum from recycling, Plantasia and the 
children have been out and about in the community litter picking – 
they managed to clear quite a lot of litter from our streets! 

We also want to thank Mr Paul Doyle, for arranging a visit from the 
Fluellen theatre company and also a visit from Michael and Helen 
Docherty – Fantastic experience for the pupils! 

As I am sure you are aware, the awful scenes in the Ukraine are still 
going on and we want to show our support as much as possible. 
Please remember the community council are holding a vigil in 
support of the citizens of the Ukraine. Please come along to the 
school yard on Saturday April 23rd at 11a.m. to show your support.  

Finally we did have a visit from an Estyn Inspector last week. She 
spoke to staff, pupils, looked at work and visited the classrooms. She 
was absolutely delighted at the work that is going on in Ynysfach and 
she could not praise the staff, governors and pupils enough. She 
ended by saying ‘I hope the county know what a gem it has in 
Ynysfach!’ This was so lovely to hear after such a difficult two years, 
so thank you for your continued support and of course for your 
fantastic children! HAVE AN AMAZING EASTER HOLIDAYS! 

 Nursery: Miss Powell We've been very busy over the past two 

weeks in Nursery! We were able to practise our acting and story-
telling skills when we told our own versions of the Welsh story 'The 
Golden Harp'. We had lots of fun acting out the different parts of the 
story, and dancing to the harp! 
We have also used the iPads to make some histograms! We used 
J2data to show the different natural materials that we used to make 
our bug hotels a few weeks ago. 
We've also been talking about what plants need to grow. We know 
they need the right amount of water and lots of sunlight, and know 
how to look after the sunflowers we have planted over the holidays! 

We had lots of fun seeing the animals from Plantasia 
yesterday. We were all very brave when we saw and touched 
the animals! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YNYSFACH NEWS 
April 8, 2022 

 

Year 5 – Miss Gardiner  A wonderful fortnight in Year 5. In 

literacy, we have planned and created our own travel 

brochure about Wales. In maths, we have explored 2D 

shapes and identified all the properties correctly. We have 

absolutely loved our ethical informed tasks as part of our 

specialised fortnight. We have enjoyed our talk from NPT 

recycle team, loved going around the community on a 

litter pick, got stuck in doing gardening with 'Under the 

Sky' and found our Plantasia visit super fascinating. We 

have spent time creating posters for the Big Bocs Bwyd to 

encourage donations and have learned about 

sustainability in class. I hope everyone has a wonderful 

Easter, can't wait to hear all about it when we're back in 

school! 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

Apr 11th –Apr 22nd – EASTER HOLIDAYS 
Apr 23rd – Ukraine Vigil 11a.m. school yard 
Apr 25th - INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 
Apr 26th – Term starts for pupils 
Apr 26th – Drama workshop – KS2 
Apr 26th – singing all pupils 
Apr 27th – Rec/ Yr 1 – Fitness forces (PE kit needed) 
Apr 27th – PC Harris visiting classes – lessons on bullying 
Apr 28th – Dwr Cymru workshops 
Apr 28th – Santander money lesson Year 6 
Apr 29th – Wellbeing workshop year 5 
May 2nd – Bank Holiday (school closed to pupils) 
May 3rd/ 9th/ 16th – Personalised Assessments yr2 – yr 6 
May 3rd – Science and Technology Week 
May 3rd – Paul Doyle writing workshops Yr 3 & 5 
May 6th – Dogs Trust Assembly  
May 10th – artist working with year 5 
May 23rd – 27th – Jubilee week celebrations 
May 24th – Year 6 Transition day Llangatwg 
May 27th – Big Bocs Bwyd opening and jubilee day 
(details to follow) 
May 30th – June 3rd HALF TERM  
June 6th – Bank holiday (school closed to pupils) 
June 7th – Inset Day (school closed to pupils) 
June 8th Neath Afan gymnastics – nur/ rec/ yr1/ 2 (6wks) 

Reception/Year 1: Mrs Pickering  
We have had a wonderful time in Reception and Year 1 celebrating Ethical 

Informed Citizens Fortnight. On Friday we went for a walk around the village, 

litter picking. We collected nearly 5kg of rubbish. The village is looking so 

much cleaner and we even had a little play in the park to award us for a job 

well done. 

We have been designing posters to encourage people to recycle and have 

practised identifying and sorting rubbish. We learnt about the time it takes 

for our rubbish to decompose and put the rubbish into a timeline. Did you 

know that it can take up to 100 years for an aluminium can to decompose? 

We all agreed that it was far more sensible to recycle our rubbish. 

Thank you to everyone that brought yoghurt pots and bottle tops into 

school. We re-purposed the yoghurt pots to make a plant pot and followed 

instructions to plant cress seeds. Together we talked about the animals that 

were affected by rubbish such as fish, whales, crabs and dolphins. We 

decided to use our bottle tops to create a jelly fish sculpture.  It looks 

amazing! 

On Thursday Plantasia came to visit us in school. We loved finding out about 

the different creatures and even got to hold or stroke some of them.  

 

 



 

Year 3 : Mrs D’Angeli   Year 3 have had such a wonderful 

fortnight. We have thoroughly enjoyed completing some daily ethical 

challenges on the google classroom. We have also learnt lots about how 

coal is formed and that it is a fossil fuel. We have completed sorting tasks 

about renewable and nonrenewable forms of energy. Each and every one of 

us thought very carefully about what it means to care for our planet and we 

created a poster that included 5 important reminders, we also designed 

different recycling logos to remind us around school about the 3 very 

important R's...REDUCE, RE-USE, RECYCLE. Throughout the week we have 

welcomed very special visitors and we have learnt so much about the 

importance of caring for our planet and understand how we need to act 

now!!Lots of us already knew how using and throwing away lots of plastic is 

so harmful to our planet and lots of us know how important it is to reuse 

our own water bottles in school. Thank you so much for collecting loads of 

plastic bottle tops our sea creature looks amazing!! Have a safe and Happy 

Easter everyone Mrs D'Angeli 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Mrs Thomas It has been a busy few weeks in Year 4. In 

maths, we have been learning about weight and mass. We have been 

reading scales to measure using grams and kilograms. We worked in groups 

to investigate the weight of objects in our classroom. We had to make 

sensible predictions on what we thought objects would weigh then we used 

weighing scales to find out the actual weight. In English we finalised our 

work on the welsh myth ‘The Legend of Gwion and Ceridwen’, we wrote 

some amazing innovated stories. We have made a start on highlighting the 

features of simile poems and identifying what similes are and why they are 

used. We have been enjoying ‘Ethical Fortnight’ by taking part in lots of 

ethical activities. We created posters to encourage tin donations for Big 

Bocs Bwyd. We enjoyed a ‘History of flying’ show as well as an assembly all 

about recycling. In class we created PowerPoints all about recycling too. We 

thoroughly enjoyed being litter pickers for the afternoon. It was surprising 

how much litter we found! To end our fortnight, we had a visit from 

Plantasia, it was amazing. We were able to touch and observe a snake, 

tortoise and a tarantula. Have a lovely, well deserved Easter break. See you 

soon   

 

  

Ethical Informed Citizens week. 

Our report on Ethical Informed Citizens week 

Every class has been litter picking around Resolven and found a 

lot of litter which they needed to collect. Resolven is now much 

cleaner!  Every class has also been collecting different coloured 

bottle tops so that they can make a collage of animals that are 

affected by climate change and plastic pollution. We also had a 

visit from Callum from NPT recycling team who told us lots of 

facts and figures about the amounts of plastic pollution in the 

world. Did you know that a plastic bottle takes about 1000 years 

to rot away?  
We have been lucky enough to have lots of help from the Under 

the Sky gardening group who have helped us to plant Sweet 

Williams, Snapdragons, coriander, mint, lettuce, broad beans, 

cabbage and garlic. When they have grown we are going to 

harvest them and sell them in our Big Bocs Bwyd. Year 6 have 

also researched hydro power and produced a persuasive leaflet 

explaining its advantages to the environment. We ended the 

week with an exciting visit from Plantasia who brought some 

amazing creatures for us to look at!  

We have learnt to look after our environment but we must 

carry on looking after it even when our Ethical Informed Citizens 

work is over. Our message is that we should stop and think 

about how our actions affect the world and its living 

inhabitants!  

Year 6 

Year 6 – Mrs Thomas/ Miss LeMasurier  

Wow, we have a busy and exciting two weeks in 

Year 6. Last week, we had a fantastic time in 

Manor Adventure. There was plenty of laughing 

and smiles and we all had a go at the activities. 

Since returning from our trip, we have had an 

Ethical Informed week. We have made a model of 

a penguin using bottle tops and caps, we have 

used our research on hydropower to create a 

persuasive leaflet and we have been walking 

around Resolven litter picking. We really enjoyed 

our session with Plantastia this week and we were 

excited to see and hold the animals that they 

brought 

Year  1/2 :  Miss Evans   

We have had an eventful last 2 with the theme of Ethical Informed 

Citizens. We have heard stories about the importance of recycling 

and designed our very own environmental superhero. We had a 

talk from the NPT recycling team. We went on a litter pick around 

the village and filled 4 big bags, even though we were disappointed 

with the amount of litter that we found, we did have lots of fun 

collecting it. We have collected and sorted all of the bottle tops. We 

designed our bottle top designs then the most popular animals 

affected by pollution were put onto a mural, we painted it and 

glued on the bottle tops and we are so proud of what we have 

made. It's a masterpiece! We had a visit from Plantasia and they 

brought along some friends. Speedy the snail, Pebble the baby 

tortoise, Daisy the tarantula and Muffin the snake. We all enjoyed 

having a hold or touching these beautiful creatures. We have 

completed many Easter challenges and particularly loved hunting 

for Easter eggs. Have an amazing Easter holidays!! 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 


