
St Joseph’s Cathedral Primary School  
What are we teaching in Year 2 in the Autumn Term? 

Term/Big 
Question 

How did our ancestors live? 
 

Theme My ancestors and me! 
The story of Nest and identify what life was like in Medieval Wales. 

Theme days 21st Sept International Day of Peace St Matthew 
26th European day of language 
5th Oct National poetry day 
23rd Oct Judaism week 
Anti-bullying week 13th Nov 
Children in need 17th Nov 
15th December nativity  

Visit/Visitors 
 

• Carew castle- HORRID HISTORY: CASTLE LIFE Children are guided through the Castle, discovering what life would have 
been like and hearing about some of the yucky, horrid jobs that children had to do, before settling by the fire for a storytelling 
session and learning more about Castle life, local myths and legends. 

Authentic 
context for 
learning. 

• Interview their own families for their own personal background and ancestors. 

• Learning about real characters from Welsh history (Nest) and visiting their home to see how they once lived.  

• Identify famous Welsh royals and whether they are connected to us. 

Religion 

 
 

• Domestic church/Family/ Myself 

• Advent/ Christmas / Loving / Birthday 

• Celebrating 
 
8th September – The Birthday of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 
14th September - Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 
2nd October- The Holy Guardian Angels  

November 1st – All Saints 
November 2nd- All Souls 
November 26th - Christ the King 
November 30th – St Andrew Feast Day 
 

Languages, 
literacy and 
communication 
 
 

Read Write Inc Sessions daily – this is our reading, phonic work and writing.  
 
Find out more here: https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/ 
 
Please read to your child as often as you can and please listen to your child read at least three times a week 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/


 

Writing – what different types of writing will we do? 

Genre: Recount 

Learn the different features of a recount through model 

text; Diary, story and biography 

Write recount of trip to Carew castle after making a 

plan and success criteria to follow. 

Genre: instructions 
Learn the different features of instruction through 
model text; Instruction manual, recipes, games, rules, 
toys 
 

Write instructions for how to catch Owain ap Cadwgan. 

Genre: Poetry 
Read lots of poems 

Acrostic poem about NEST and Carew castle. 

Welsh cultural text 

• Story of Nest- ‘Helen of Wales’ 

• Class assembly  
Cymraeg  
Autumn 1  
Shwmae day October 14th.  

• Describing myself- 1st person. 

• Describing someone else 3rd person. 

• Tric a Chlic lesson bi-weekly 

 
Autumn 2   

• Mynegu Bar/ Giving Opinion. 

Trich a Chlic lessons bi-weekly 

Mathematics 
and numeracy 
 

 

• Numbers to 20  

• Step 2 Count objects to 100 by making 10s  

• Step 3 Recognise tens and ones  

• Step 4 Use a place value chart  

• Step 5 Partition numbers to 100  

• Step 6 Write numbers to 100 in words Step  

• 7 Flexibly partition numbers to 100  

• Step 8 Write numbers to 100 in expanded form  

• 10s on the number line to 100  

• Step 10 10s and 1s on the number line to 100  

• Step 11 Estimate numbers on a number line  

• Step 12 Compare objects  

• Step 1 Recognise 2-D and 3-D shapes  

• Step 2 Count sides on 2-D shapes  

• Step 3 Count vertices on 2-D shapes 

• Step 4 Draw 2-D shapes  

• Step 5 Lines of symmetry on shapes 

• Step 6 Use lines of symmetry to complete shapes  

• Step 7 Sort 2-D shapes  

• Step 8 Count faces on 3-D shapes 

• Step 9 Count edges on 3-D shapes  

• Step 10 Count vertices on 3-D shapes  

• Step 11 Sort 3-D shapes  

• Step 12 Make patterns with 2-D and 3-D shapes 



• Step 13 Compare numbers  

• Step 14 Order objects and numbers  

• Step 15 Count in 2s, 5s and 10s  

• Step 16 Count in 3s 

• Step 1 Bonds to 10  

• Step 2 Fact families - addition and subtraction 
bonds within 20  

• Step 3 Related facts  

• Step 4 Bonds to 100 (tens)  

• Step 5 Add and subtract 1s  

• Step 6 Add by making 10  

• Step 7 Add three 1-digit numbers  

• Step 8 Add to the next 10 

• Step 9 Add across a 10  

• Step 10 Subtract across 10  

• Step 11 Subtract from a 10  

• Step 12 Subtract a 1-digit number from a 2-digit 
number (across a 10)  

• Step 13 10 more, 10 less  

• Step 14 Add and subtract 10s  

• Step 15 Add two 2-digit numbers (not across a 10)  

• Step 16 Add two 2-digit numbers (across a 10) 

• Step 17 Subtract two 2-digit numbers (not across a 
10)  

• Step 18 Subtract two 2-digit numbers (across a 10)  

• Step 19 Mixed addition and subtraction  

• Step 20 Compare number sentences  

• Step 21 Missing number problems 



Science and 
technology 

 

Materials  

• Identify properties of materials-Manipulating a range of materials during play and experiential learning. Rocks, plastics and 
metals. Materials- man made, natural- sorting these materials. 

• Identify appropriate materials needed to make a castle after trip to Carew. 

• Understand that materials can change, and under certain conditions will react to form something new. Discuss weathering 
and changes to the castle walls over time. Would stone, rock or plastic be most appropriate for a castle.  

• Make connections between life experiences and investigations, including out-of-classroom learning, pattern seeking, 
classifying and identifying, exploring, making things and investigating models. 

• Justify the use for materials to make castle. 

• Materials can change, and under certain conditions will react to form something new. Design and create a castle choosing 
appropriate materials to withstand weather. I.e. cement, wood, paper, plastic, glue, card. 

Humanities 
 

 

What will we learn about in History and Geography? 
Autumn 1 - How did people in Wales used to live? 

• Enquiry focusing on learners’ locality, Wales and the wider world in the past and the present.    

• Begin topic with trip to Carew castle- Horrid History castle life. 

• Pupil voice what would they like to learn about the past and medieval Wales.  

• Google Earth Carew Castle. 

• Trip will explore philosophical questions about life, i.e. was it right to treat people in the way they did during medieval Wales. 

• Show an awareness of time and of change over time and use common terms for the passing of time- timeline of events from 
the story of Nest through to now. Use terms, past present, future, medieval & 21st century.  

• Sequence events and show an understanding that the past can be divided into periods of time- compare pictures from castle 
life in Medieval Wales and life today 21st century.  

• Learn about the similarities between the way people live now and have lived in different times and different places, including 
a specific understanding of how children and young people in the past may have had different lives from children and young 
people today- understanding the different jobs that the children would have carried out during medieval Wales in Carew 
castle. Compare and contrast their lives with those of the children in Medieval Wales. Hot seating, green screen and 
instructions on how to work in the castle kitchen or how to be a gong farmer.   

Autumn 2- how did my ancestors live? 

• Recognise that places change over time and suggest some reasons for this. That there are some characteristic features of 
certain periods in history-Link to materials and castles.  

• Compare and contrast aspects of their lives with a time in the past or people in a different place- Personal project on their 
own ancestral background. Children to explore their own ancestry. Homework of finding their ancestry. 

• Using the information to create their own family trees.  

• Cultures and traditions of families past in their countries. 

• Identify common cultural past and identify history of these cultures- compare and contrast with Venn diagram.  



Expressive arts 
 

 

Autumn 1 

• To create a self-portrait including detail and 
observations. 

• Discuss Alfred Janes (Swansea artist). 
Explore and describe how his creative work 
communicates mood, feelings and ideas. 

• Discuss including details in self-portrait and 
how is should reflect what we look like. 

• Select appropriate creative techniques, 
practices, materials, processes, resources, 
tools and technologies. Compare different 
interpretations of the same theme across 
disciplines. 

• Identify the ideas and themes that are 
represented in creative works. 

Following visit 

• Design a coat of arms / shield based one that 
we see in Carew castle. 

• Kings and Queens portraits. Consider line, 
shape, texture, colour, pattern, tone, shading, 
space, scale and composition. Compare 
different interpretations of the same theme 
across disciplines. Compare with Alfred 
Janes. Look at portraits seen in Carew castle.  

Music 
Weekly violin lessons every Wednesday  
 
Singing practice 
 
Using musical instruments and composing own music 
 
Drama 
Christmas service performance 
 
Christmas craft 

Health and 
wellbeing 
 

 

RSE 

• Rules / Class charter  

• Being a good friend. 

• 1. This is me 
Me my body, my health. 

• 1. I am unique 

• 2. Girls + boys. 

• 3. Clean/ healthy 
Emotional well-being. 

PE  

• Gymnastics & Dance (different movements, transition between 
movements, create a sequence of movements) 

 
Topic based 

• How social norms, rules, values and attitudes of different social groups 
can influence our own values, health and well-being. Based on Trip to 
Carew and link to how children lived. 



• 1.Feelings 

• 2.likes and dislikes 

• 3. Inside out 

• 4 Super Susie gets angry.  

Using 
computers 
 

 

• Understand what personal data is and recognise the need for usernames and passwords.  

• Learn that the information put online leaves a digital footprint or “trail.” 

• Explore what information is appropriate to be put online and judge the nature of different types of digital footprints. 

• Understand about the persistence of online data.  

• Click and drag to select and format text. Open saved work.  

• Delete using both the backspace and delete button.  

• Explain in simple terms where they have seen technology being used around them. 

• Analyse online behaviours that could be considered cyberbullying.  

• Explain how to deal with a cyberbullying situation and recognize the importance of engaging a trusted adult when they 
experience cyberbullying.  

• Know where to go to do safe searches online and use a search engine to find information using more than one keyword. 

• Know how to use links and keywords and understand the need for an adult presence when they go online.  

• Format text using the align, bold, italic and underline functions.  

• Insert an image, rotate and resize.  

 


