
St Joseph’s Cathedral Primary School  
What are we teaching in Year 5 in the Autumn Term? 

Term Autumn 
 

 Croeso i Cymru; People, Places and Change 

Big Question/ 
Theme 

The whispers of ghosts-How did Victorian Swansea shape the Swansea we know today? 
A study of mining and the Copper Industry in the Lower Swansea Valley 

Visit/Visitors/ 
Theme Day 
 

13th September Roald Dahl Day 
Dark side of copper and looking at links to slave trade 
October 7th National poetry Day 
10th October World Mental Health Day  
13th October – Shwmae day 
20th October Show Racism the Red Card 
11th November Remembrance Day 
13th - 17th November  Anti- Bullying Week 

Authentic 
context for 
learning. 

Big Pit Visit- Down the Mine 
Ystradgynlais - Josef Herman Society – study of Josef Herman 
Hafod Copperopolis site visit. 
Theatr na nog – Butterfly Hunter 2023 

Religion 
 

 

Come and See Domestic Church 
Ourselves 
Life Choices-Marriage 
Hope- Advent 
World Religion -Judaism The Passover 
Liturgical calendar dates 
 
RSE Ten Ten units - RSE- Created and Loved by God- Me, My body, My health -Gifts and Talents, Emotional well-being - 
Body Image / Peculiar feelings. Personal Relationships 
 

Languages, 
literacy and 
communication 

Reading- develop skim/scan for literal meaning - Street child – class text 

Please read to your child as often as you can and please listen to your child read at 

least three times a week  

Welsh- Describing myself - 1st 
person, Describing someone else – 
3rd person, Describing places and 
location. 
Nici a Chris.  



 

Writing – what different types of writing will we do? 

Narrative – James and the Giant Peach Innovation 
 
Recount – trip to big pit 
 
Explanation text – How do Victorian Schools compare today? 
 
Writing-  
Masters of the Digi-verse -Understand the effects of bullying- types, effects and 
combating bullying. Link anti-bullying week- cyber bullying and staying safe online.  
 
Wider Literature: 
Class Novel- The Street Child link with History topics  
Picture Book Where the poppies grow’ – link to Remembrance Day and RE. 
National poetry day (emotion Poetry) 
 
Oracy- Individual presentation – All About me! Choral poetry performance 
Overheard on a Salt Marsh.  
Discussion - Should children have been sent to work in The Copperworks /Mines? 

Mathematics 
and numeracy 
 

 
 

Multiplication facts to 12x12 
 

• Place Value 

• Addition and Subtraction 

• Multiplication and Division 

• Fractions 

•  
Budgets- enterprise link to Park Game and budgeting 
Reasoning and problem solving 
 
Statistics- Census data study, ordering and comparing and sequencing  historical dates, Link to population of Swansea 
working in the Copperworks    
 
Reasoning and Problem Solving Talk it Solve it, Digital roots- pre algebra and visual pattern 
 



Science and 
technology 
 

 

Autumn Term  
How different will you be when you are as old as your grandparents?    
Explain changes as humans develop to old age.   
Link with RSE Curriculum 
Choose a baby, themselves, a teenager, a young adult, their parents and their grandparents and create a chart to find out 
about what they can and cannot do?  
What can you now do that you couldn’t do when you were a baby?  
What is the life expectancy of different animals? RESEARCH  
  
Materials and their properties  
Three states of matter and their properties and the reversible and irreversible changes between the states.   
Classification and properties of materials – focus on coal and copper (also other metals) Reversible and Irreversible 
changes  

   
Investigations:  

1. How can we classify materials? How many different ways can we sort materials?  
2. WOW Metals! Which metal conducts the most heat?  
3. Which metals are magnetic? 

 

Humanities 
 

 

Experiences- Visit Big Pit and Hafod Morfa Copperworks site as stimulus Examine artefacts in Waterfront Museum Ask 
and answer questions What were/are they used for? 
Compare and contrast life in Victorian with today- research and make notes  
 Bias- examine historical sources and develop understanding of reliability.   
Work of Dr Barnardo. 
  
Extremism Products of the copper industry – the darker side of Copperopolis- Slaves’ manacles. 
 
Transport routes of Copper- locate where coal and copper sources originated from and where they were distributed to. 
Locate on map and understand why these transport routes existed.  

Expressive arts 
 

Class Assemblies to showcase  work/themes 
Music- appraisal, composition and performance 
Art- Observational Drawing- form, shape, - portraiture 
Works of Josef Herman -Link to History and coal mining  
Develop use of sketch book and experiment with different materials e.g. graphite, charcoal, wax (resist), ink wash, 
watercolour, collage , press printing- Link to enterprising project Christmas Craft. 
Embossing of copper and pewter panels.  



 

Digital film- Chatterpix Link (DCF) 
Music -respond and write to industrial music  
Dance- Industrial machinery dance   
Performance- Choral Poetry as a class and Year group 
Hunt- The light of the World – recreate and use metallic foil. (Literacy, R.E link)  
 

Health and 
wellbeing 
 

 

 
Develop awareness that decisions can have wide implications at a personal, local, national and global level- Links with: 
LLC  Show racism the red card, renaming streets/removal of statues -Black History Month 
 
  
 

Using 
Computers 
 

 

Digital Citizenship- Internet searches, passwords, spam, research, evaluating websites 
Presentation- PowerPoint inserting pictures, text, hyperlinks  
Class dojo- oracy presentations and curriculum tasks 
Databases – Census materials carry out searches 
E-safety: Cyber bullying & research. Presentation tools: Book Creator, Imovie, Excel, Word 
Research- Science- copper, coal, Searching databases, reliability of information and sources evaluating web content 
plagiarism  
RE- Judaism, LLC- famous Welsh people,  
Humanities/Art - Chatterpix 
Develop use of VR.   
Digital altering of images- link to health and wellbeing, social media and self-esteem.  

 


