
Autumn Term 8th December 2023 

 
Stay Awake! 
We started this week by sharing the Gospel message with the children – stay 
awake! We welcomed Canon Benedict to school where he led us in a 
penitential service, giving us an opportunity to say sorry for times when we 
have not made the right choice. We will continue on our Advent journey until 
22nd December when we close for this term. It’s such a privilege to share this 
special time with the children. 
 
Travelling Advent Bag 
We will be sending our travelling Advent Bags home with children. This gives 
children the opportunity to talk about the Christmas story with you at home. 
Please support your child to write a prayer or draw a picture in the class book. 
Thank you. 
 
School Photographs 
School photographs are ready to view.  Please check your email for the link to 
your child’s photos.  Orders should be placed by Tuesday 12 December 2023. 
 
Christmas fayre  
We were very sorry to have to cancel the Christmas Fayre this week. It is 
certainly not an easy decision to make because I know how much the children 
enjoy visiting the fayre. However, we had very few parent volunteers who were 
able to commit to setting up the fayre and help with the preparation. As 
indicated in the email sent out, we will use the gifts donated for raffle prizes at 
every concert and for a giant chocolate tombola for each class. 
 
Christmas Dinner Day – Thursday 21st December 
All additional school lunches have now been ordered for Christmas dinner day. 
Children can wear non-school uniform on this day – Christmas jumpers or 
dresses or a party outfit, or even just a Christmas hat! 
 
Film Club – 20th December Y3-6 
We are delighted to be holding our Christmas special on Wednesday 20th 
December – the film shown will be ‘Home Alone.’ Only registered children will 
be able to attend and there will be a £3 charge for pizza and a drink.  
 
Nativity Performances 
We are so pleased to invite you into school next week as we begin our Nativity 
journey starting with our nursery classes. It’s lovely to see our very youngest 
children perform with their friends as they sing and share with us the story of 
Jesus’ birth. We are so proud of the children. Thank you for your continuing 
support. 
 
Bishop Vaughan Carol Concert – Monday 18th December at 7pm in 
Cathedral 
Thank you to the children from Year 5 who will be joining with the Bishop 
Vaughan School Carol Concert on Monday 18th December at 7pm in the 
Cathedral, All welcome 
 
Attendance 
Thank you to parents who continue to let us know of absences by email, text or 
phone. It is important we know why your child is not in school so we can record 
the absence accurately. If your child’s attendance falls below 85% we may 
need proof of medication or visit to the GP in order to authorise the absence. 
The Education Welfare Officer continues to visit school every fortnight to check 
on attendance levels and to arrange meetings with parents where attendance 
has been highlighted as a concern. 
 

Many thanks for your support 
 
Angela Heald 
Head Teacher 

ST JOSEPH'S CATHEDRAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

Attendance - week ending 01.12.23 

NUR-J 83% 
NUR-K-R 87.4% 
RK 86.1% 

RP 86% 
Y1S 93.7% 
Y1T 87.1% 
Y2D 91.3% 
Y2K 95.7% 
Y3GM 90.3% 
Y3T 91.9% 
Y4J 91.6% 

Y4S 93.3% 
Y5A 91.0% 
Y5F 87.1% 
Y6B 80.3% 
Y6S 92.3% 

Winning Class this week is Year 2K 
again this half term.  

18.12.23 Y5 choir 
joining with 
Bishop 
Vaughan 
School 
Christmas 
Concert 

18:30 at 
Cathedral 
for 19:00 
start 

21.12.23 Christmas 
Dinner Day 
Non-school 
uniform 

 

22.12.23 End of Term 15:30 

 
A reminder of events over Advent 

12.12.23 Nursery – Mrs 
Kinsey-Rees 
Nativity – 
Parish Hall 

09:30 

13.12.23 Nursery – Mrs 
Jones Nativity 
– Parish Hall 

09:30 

14.12.23 Reception – 
Mrs Powell 
Nativity – 
Parish Hall 

10:00 

14.12.23 Reception – 
Mrs Keegan 
Nativity – 
Parish Hall 

14:00 

15.12.23 Year 1 – 
Nativity – 
Parish Hall 

10:00 

15.12.23 Year 2 – 
Nativity – 
Parish Hall 

14:00 

20.12.23 Y3-6 Nativity – 
Cathedral 

14:00 

Due to numbers allowed in the 
Parish Hall we will only be able to 
admit families of children in the 
class to the Christmas 
performance.  
 


