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Vision Statement 

St. Joseph’s provides a small, caring, nurturing Catholic environment where all pupils 
receive encouragement and guidance to develop their abilities and talents to the full; 
reflecting our Mission statement, “One Family, Many Gifts”, whilst living out the 
Gospel Values.  
 
We aim to create an inclusive environment where pupils are encouraged to form 
healthy relationships, be happy, literate, numerate and digitally competent, creative, 
confident and resilient learners; proud of their Welsh heritage. We challenge our 
pupils to reach their full potential, equipping them with the skills necessary to 
continue on their journey of life-long learning and to leave our school with happy 
memories of their formative years. 
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Our Aims 

In St Joseph's Primary School we aim to provide a holistic language experience for our Welsh 

learners. We aim to ignite learners’ curiosity in the Welsh language and all languages of the 

world in order that they may develop as ambitious, capable learners. 

We aim to instil in our learners the willingness to experiment and take risks with language in 

order that they may develop as enterprising, creative contributors. 

We aim to encourage our learners to engage critically with languages and literature locally, 

nationally and internationally, in order that they may develop as ethical, informed citizens 

of Wales and the wider world. 

We aim to encourage our learners to express themselves effectively through language in 

order that they may develop as healthy, confident individuals. 

 

A shared vision for Welsh  

Our curriculum for Welsh in St Joseph's Primary School reflects the joint aims of the Siarter 

Iaith Cymraeg Campus and the Curriculum for Wales 2022 in its holistic approach to Welsh 

teaching. Welsh is not treated as a subject in our school but rather as a language which is 

used, in varying degrees, by all stakeholders as part and parcel of the normal school day. We 

aim to provide our learners with a rich language environment, as a model for improving 

their own language skills  

The school positively encourages pupils to enjoy learning through the medium of Welsh and 

to use the language as a means of communication beyond the confines of the classroom in 

purposeful and authentic contexts such as the Urdd and the Jambori. We aim to provide 

opportunities for learners to use Welsh spontaneously in various contexts with a range of 

peers and adults for example when the Urdd visit. In our school learners grow holistically in 

their understanding and use of language. 



 

 

In St Joseph's Primary School our focus on CYNEFIN will encourage pupils to reflect on their 

personal and local linguistic heritage, thus fostering their pride in the Welsh language. We 

want all Welsh learners (whether they were born in Wales or not) to develop a unique 

relationship with Wales, its language and their own sense of Welsh identity. 

 

Methodology 

In St Joseph's Primary School we have adopted a systematic whole-school approach to 

language teaching (i.e. Language Journey.) All teachers teach Welsh according to Language 

Journey methodology which prioritises developing pupils’ aural and oral skills. We believe 

that pupils need to learn to talk but also learn through talk. Daily Drilio sessions ensure that 

oracy is the driver to language acquisition in our school. We, in St Joseph's Primary School, 

recognise that developing good listening and speaking skills is vital to developing the other 

linguistic skills of reading and writing.  

 

Cross-curricular teaching 

Our cross-curricular approach to Welsh teaching allows us develop our learners’ higher 

order thinking skills ( cf Bloom’s Taxonomy) by providing opportunities for them to apply 

acquired knowledge in a different way. In our school, Welsh is taught within themes and 

topics and not as a separate entity, thus providing learners with authentic opportunities to 

use Welsh as a ‘vehicle’. Welsh is used purposefully as a medium to communicate 

information gleaned from other areas of the curriculum.  

 

Developing ‘productive’ linguistic skills  

Speaking and Writing 

Our aim is to fully develop our learners’ productive skills of speaking and writing. However, 

we view developing learners’ oral skills as an essential first step in creating independent, 

confident writers of Welsh (cf Language Journey.) As learners mature they are encouraged 

to move from simple communication to more challenging oral and written tasks. 

Learners are given opportunities to speak and write in a variety of forms, genres, styles and 

registers and for a range of audiences. Our cross-curricular approach to Welsh teaching 

provides pupils with engaging, authentic and relevant stimuli for purposeful speaking and 

writing tasks. As learners mature and their Welsh becomes more sophisticated, they are 

taught how to to convey their ideas and viewpoints in Welsh both orally and in written 

form. There is an increased focus on learners ‘accuracy and fluency' as they progress 



through the school. Linguistic progression is planned in St Joseph's Primary School as is the 

progression of Cymraeg bob Dydd. 

 

Developing ‘receptive’ linguistic skills 

 

Listening  

In St Joseph's Primary School we acknowledge that learners must be given opportunities to 

receive language by listening or reading. The Language Journey methodology adopted in our 

school acknowledges the importance of the skill of gwrando. Vital opportunities for pupils to 

listen exist at the start of each language journey and continue to be developed, in tandem 

with speaking, throughout the journey. In our school one drilio session every week is 

devoted to Gwrando a gwylio which creates a much needed immersion model for our pupils, 

In addition to this opportunities for bespoke listening and understanding tasks created to 

complement themes / topics afford learners opportunities for purposeful viewing and 

listening. Older learners are encouraged to respond critically to what they hear. Listeners 

are also introduced to a range of Welsh literature. This is provided within the "Bocs Darllen" 

which are found in all classes.  

Reading 

To develop learners’ reading skills we have created a positive reading culture in our school 

which promotes reading for pleasure. We provide our learners with a range of Welsh 

literature to engage them as readers, narrators and creators and to foster their enjoyment 

of reading.  Welsh Guided Reading sessions in our school are in line with Siarter Iaith 

Cymraeg Campus expectations. 

Young learners in our school are exposed to story books, rhymes and phonics. Learners’ 

phonological awareness and phonemic awareness is developed from an early age. 

Foundation Phase class teachers follow the Tric a Chlic scheme (a systematic and consistent 

phonics scheme specifically designed for learners of Welsh.) 

Older learners are encouraged to be critically aware of what they read and express their 

viewpoints. Bespoke reading comprehension tasks within themes/ topics encourage pupils 

to seek information independently and compare and contrast information from a variety of 

sources. 

 

Assessment of Welsh  

*This section will be added when specific guidance is made available. 
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