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18th February 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Update regarding Welsh Government Guidance 

 
As we approach the February half-term break, I wanted to share with you the latest Welsh Government 
guidance for schools which will become operational after half-term. 

“Wales completed the move to Alert Level Zero on 28 January. Case rates of Covid-19 have reduced from the 
levels seen around the Christmas and New Year period, and now appear to have stabilised… schools should 
plan to move back to using our Local Infection Control Decision Framework from the start of the next half 
term i.e. 28 February as part of our cautious, phased and planned approach to easing restrictions… some key 
points are highlighted below.  

 We now strongly encourage staff and secondary-aged learners to use LFD tests twice a week. This advice 
does not impact on arrangements for those identified as contacts of positive cases (who we advise to use LFTs 
each day for 7 days) or those who have symptoms (who should self-isolate and arrange a PCR test as soon as 
possible).  

 As part of the cautious approach to easing restrictions, all schools should implement the advice on use of 
face coverings for the ‘High’ risk level as a minimum. This means that face coverings will no longer be 
routinely recommended in classrooms. Face coverings should however be worn by secondary aged learners, 
staff and visitors in all schools when moving around indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such 
as corridors, where physical distance cannot be maintained.  

  Schools who have temporarily made changes to their session times must return to their usual arrangements 
after the half term break. Therefore, the school day will start at 8:30 a.m. for all pupils in the Lower 
School and end at 3:00 p.m. This means the AM Nursery will now start at 8.30 and finish at 11am and 
PM Nursery times are unchanged (12.30pm to 3pm). Breakfast Club will continue as normal. Entry is 
between 7.50 and 8.10am – doors close at 8.10am. School will continue to start at 8:30 a.m. for secondary 
phase pupils and end at 2:55 p.m. 

  



  
 

  
 

In addition to the above guidance, we will also continue to promote core interventions such as: 
 
 reminding all staff and learners to follow self-isolation guidance,  
 reminding staff and learners to not attend school if they have any COVID-19 symptoms,  
 regular handwashing and respiratory etiquette to prevent spread etc.,  
 ensuring adequate ventilation 
 appropriate levels of cleaning 

 
All pupils will return to school on Monday 28th February 2022. I would like to once again thank pupils, parents 
and staff for their efforts during what has been a very challenging time. The understanding and co-operation 
of parents and carers during this period is greatly appreciated as is the commitment of the whole staff in 
ensuring we keep school open to all pupils. It has been really encouraging to see so many pupils participate in 
after school activities and I am sure that with an improving situation more and more pupils will avail 
themselves of the variety of opportunities offered at YBB. As we recover from the impact of COVID, we are 
also endeavouring to meet the challenges of some ambitious national priorities such as ALN Reform and 
developing our curriculum for Wales offer. 
 
Just a quick reminder for our Primary Phase, Year 7 and Year 8 parents that our online Parents’ Evenings are in 
March; details on our website, and to all parents a reminder that April 8th is a staff training day and so the last 
day of term will be Thursday April 7th.  
 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr Rees 
 
Headteacher 


