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This is a guide to help you with your revision 

 

Preparing and revising in enough time before exams will help you feel 

less stressed and anxious. This guide will help you organise your 

revision so you feel more confident before your exams. 

 

It is important to give yourself enough time to prepare for exams and 

tests. Starting early ensures everything can be covered and revised in a 

relaxed way without pressure.  

 

This booklet will give you some ideas of different revision games and 

strategies which you may find useful to use for your own revision. 

 

Start your revision early, practice often and most importantly, try your 

best. 

 

Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision techniques  
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The best ways to revise is through active learning. 

 

Active learning is when your brain is more engaged and so information 

learned this way is stored in your long-term memory more easily.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Active learning strategies can be used to help you learn faster, 

remember more and have fun while studying. Some strategies you will 

find more useful than others. Remember, every revises differently so find 

the way that you like to revise. 

 

Some examples of Active learning strategies are; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Categorising 

Putting information into categories and 

seeing what subject area it belongs to. 

Colour coding / highlighting 

Highlight information that is important. 

You could use a different colour of 

different categories. 

Summarising 

Write key points for your notes 

using your own words  

Drawing / visualising 

Draw pictures to help you 

remember key information 

Creating charts  

Present information in charts or 

diagrams   

Applying knowledge to real-

life situations. 

Using what you have learnt in a 

practical way. 
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Here are some ideas of different ways to revise; 

 

 

• Revision cards 

• Reading 

• Note-taking styles 

• Memory aids 

• Flow Charts and Mnemonics 

• Audio and Video Recordings 

• Practice Papers 

• Key Word games  

• Connect 4 Game 

• Snakes and Ladders Game 

• Articulate revision games 

• Pictionary revision games 

• Dominos revision games 

• Jenga revision game 

 

The next few pages will tell you how to make these revision resources 
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Revision Cards 

 

Revision cards contain bite-sized facts written down as bullet points, key 

words or pictures and diagrams. 

They are useful because they can be carried around with you to study 

them while you are traveling to school, at the park or in free time. They 

also mean you don’t have to read pages and pages of notes. 

You could create a separate set of cards for each topic to use. 

 

What to put on a revision card? 
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Reading 

 

Reading is an important part of revision. There are different ways you 

can make reading more interesting and memorable.  

 

Reading Strategies 

 

 

Selective Highlighting 

 

Underlining or highlighting important words or 

phrases is selective highlighting. You could 

use different colours for different key points or 

opinions. You could also write notes on the 

side while you are reading, for example if you 

agree or not or where else you have read the 

same information.  

This will help you remember what you have 

read as it is an active way of reading. 

 
Getting an 
overview 

 

 

Looking at an overview of a text beforehand means you know the 
main ideas before reading them in more detail. It will help you see 
the bigger picture of what you are reading.  

 
Skimming 

 

The aim is to take chunks of information and make connections 
between sections. It is useful if you have read the piece of text 
before, 
 

 

Selective 
Reading 

 

 

You don’t always needs to read the whole chapter / text. Select 
specific parts of the reading which will be useful to your revision 

 
Speed 

Reading 

 

This is a skill that takes practice, at least 10 minutes a day. 
You need to not read aloud but use a ruler/pencil/finger to follow the 
text at speed to work through a text. The aim is to look at the 
meaning of a sentence or section of text. 
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Note-taking styles 

 

Most people remember things better when they have 

written down ideas in their own words. There are 

different ways of taking notes. Each has its 

advantages, and different styles suit different subjects 

and topics. Find the ones that work for you.  

 

Standard style 

Notes are written in the correct order, one after the 

other. Only key words and phrases are written – there 

are no sentences. 

 

 

Split page (question and answer) style 

A split-page note splits the page in 2 columns, 

draw a line down the middle of the page. 

Questions are written on the left and answers next 

to them on the right.  

 

 

Mind Map Style 

 

This style is a visual 

representation of key 

headings. Only key 

words and examples are 

noted and no full 

sentences used. You can 

use different colours for 

different categories to 

make things stand out 

and easier to read. 
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Making a Mind Map 

 

Mind maps can boost your creativity and help you see connections 

between topics. Visually showing your revision like this is among the 

most effective ways to study. 

 

Make a start 

All mind maps begin with a 

central key word. This is 

usual the name of a topic. 

Draw a circle around the 

key word then draw lines 

(branches) leading away 

from the topic. Any main 

idea relating to the topic 

has its own branch. Extra 

lines (twigs) Cn lead from 

each branch to show 

details or examples. 

 

 

 

Be Creative! 

 

Colours and pictures are 

much easier to remember 

than words. Add colours, 

pictures, symbols to 

make your mind maps 

more memorable. 
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Memory Aids 

 

Understanding how our memory works can help us revise. When we first 

get information our brain must understand it and process the 

information, for example this will happen in a lesson in school. This puts 

the information in your short-term memory for you to use straight away. 

After that the brain the ‘files’ and 

stores this information in your 

memory which is like a big storage 

centre or a hard drive on your 

computer. Everything is stored until 

you need it again. 

 

The more sense we use the more 

memorable the information 

becomes. So presenting information creatively help us remember more 

easily. Memory aids helps us remember the information we have stored 

in our brains. Memory aids could be mind maps, flow charts, 

mnemonics, pictures, music, simple stories or acronyms.  
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Flow Charts and Mnemonics 

 

Mnemonics 

 

These help you remember facts or large bits of 

information. They are useful for learning things 

in a certain order. Acrostics use the first letter of 

each keyword to make a memorable sentence.  

 

 

 

 

 

Flow charts 

 

Information in a flow chart is easier to understand and revise. This is 

especially useful for revision processes and methods. Use arrows and 

numbers to show the correct order of points as well as how they are 

connected, and use 

colours, symbols or 

pictures to help you 

remember. 
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Audio and Video recordings 

 

Revision that’s uses more of our senses, like audio and visual ways, can 

be more effective for revision. 

 

Audio Recordings. 

 

Listening to audio recordings with closed eyes can engage 

your imagination. You could record yourself reading your 

notes on your phone, computer or tablet. While listening, 

picture things in your mind or you could make notes. You 

can also pause a recording if you need to and listen to a recording more 

than once! A great advantage of 

audio files is you can listen to 

them on the go when you are in 

the car or walking somewhere.  

 

Video Revision 

 

There are lots of websites online 

that have video lessons and video 

revision such as your MathsWatch account or sites like BBCBitesize. 

Information gathered through the eyes as well as the ears us better 

remembered than only reading something. 
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Practice Exam questions and exam conditions 

 

Practising under exam conditions 

 

Sometimes your teachers will give you exam questions to practice for 

revision or you may sit mock exams in school. Use these past papers to 

practice answering questions in a certain amount of time, without looking 

at your notes. This will get you into the practice of how long to spend on 

each question when it comes to the exam and help you manage your 

time.  

Tips; 

Answer quick and easy questions first Keep an eye on the time throughout 
the test 

Skip difficult questions and go back to 
them later 

Set a time for each question according 
to the amount of marks it has 

Practice fast but legible writing 
regularly to build up writing speed. 

Only include relevant information, 
leave out unnecessary details. 

 

Using mark schemes 

 

Mark schemes can help you see what you need to include in an answer 

in order to get marks. You can ask your teacher for these and you can 

also get some online on the exam board website (such as WJEC or 

AQA.) They can show you what you need to do to get a good mark.  

 

Make sure you know what the questions are asking 

you to do.  

 

Know your “question” words so you answer the question 

correctly. For example, if the question asked you to 

“Explain how ….” but your answer is only a description 

you won’t get as many marks for your answer. 
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Top 20 Questioning verbs and their meanings 

 

Account for Give reasons for … 

Analyse Examine an issue, identify important aspects 

Comment on Write about the main issues, giving your opinion 

Compare Show the similarities (and differences) between 
views drawing conclusions 

Consider Look at from different angles 

Contrast Highlight the differences between views 

Critically Evaluate Examine a statement and weigh up arguments for 
and against 

Criticise Highlight the weaknesses in an argument 

Define Give the precise meaning of … 

Describe Give the significant features of something, or 
outline the main events 

Discuss Give the most important aspects of ... (providing 
support of your ideas) 

Evaluate Assess the worth of … 

Examine Look at the subject in great detail 

Explain Give reasons for … 

Illustrate Make something clear, providing examples 

Justify Support the argument 

Outline Describe the main points 

State Provide a clear account 

Summarise Give a brief account of … 

Trace In chronological order, show the stages of an 
event or process 



14 | P a g e  
 

Key Word Games 

 

Make a list of key words and definitions. You will need to know key 

words for your exam; you may have a question asking you to define a 

word or using key words may give you more marks. 

 

Try these activities to revise your key words; 

 

• Make a list of key words and write their 

definitions 

 

• Give yourself spelling tests to help you spell 

key words correctly 

 

• Play a game of snap (have the key words and 

definitions on separate pieces of paper, turn 

them face down on the table and try to match 

them. You could play this on your own or revise 

with a friend!) 

 

• Play a game of SPLAT! with the key words. (have key words on a 

board or sheet of paper with 2 people standing next to them. A 

third person calls out a definition. First person to touch (Splat!) the 

word wins the point!) 
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Connect 4 

 

Based on the classic connect four game, you answer the question 

successfully to place a counter on the template.  

The aim of the game is to get four of your colour in a row.  

You will need to write topic questions in the blank circles, or if you do not 

want to write on the board you could make ‘question cards’ and take it in 

turns to pick one. 

 

There’s a blank game on the next slide for you to use 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put your topic 
questions in 
the spaces 
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Snakes and ladders 

 

Based on the classic game of snakes and ladders, you answer the 

question successfully to roll the dice and move around the board. The 

aim of the game is to get to the finish before anyone else.  

You need to write your own questions on the board for the topic you are 

revising.  

 

There’s a blank game on the next slide for you to use or you could draw 

your own. 

 

Here is an example for the Geography topic “Tourism” 
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Articulate 

 

How to play 

You need to make cards with key words on them 

• The game is played by the teams taking turns to play. When a 

team is playing a 30 second timer is started and the describer(s) 

will describe as many words from the relevant category to the 

guesser(s) in this time. The describer(s) can act but can't say the 

word itself, the length, the starting letter or what it rhymes with or 

sounds like.  

• The team's piece moves forwards how many words were correctly 

guessed and unless the piece lands on the on red, orange or white 

space the next team will take their turn:  

• When a team reaches or passes finish space they win the game. 

 

There’s a blank game on the next slide for you to use 
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Pictionary 

 

A great group revision task – you sketch or 

illustrate the diagram, graph or landscape for 

your partner to guess. 

You need to make cards of topic words or 

diagrams before playing! 

 

 

 

 

Dominoes 

 

Create a set of dominoes to match up key words, 

diagrams, question and answers.  

  

Once made, cut them out and play 

There are blank cards on the next page for you to use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put your topic questions 
/ picture / key word in 

the spaces 

Then a different 
questions / 

picture / key word 
in this space! 
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Jenga 

 

Before you play, attach a key word for your topic to each of the Jenga 

blocks.   

You also need a sheet of paper with 2 columns. At the top of one column 

write “definition” and on top of the other write the word 2sentence.  

As they remove a brick from the Jenga tower, they complete the 

worksheet, writing the word you picked in the first column and the 

definition of the word in the second column.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


