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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
After another half term I would like to thank your all for your support over the last few weeks.  With the 
weather closing in I know what a struggle it can be to keep children motivated for school and appreciate all of 
your efforts at this time.  School attendance has improved again this month, and we are really proud of each 
pupil whose attendance has gone up.  I would like to thank the local authority attendance task force that has 
been supporting school over the last few weeks and will continue to work with us in the new half term to 
continue this improvement. 
 
Another success story has been in the reduction of numbers of children arriving late to school.  We have seen 
dramatic improvements over the last few weeks and will continue to try and make further progress next half 
term.  We have introduced new bells in school so that as well as monitoring lateness to school, we can also 
more closely monitor pupils’ arrival at class on time.  We know that you as parents and carers think this is 
important too, so we appreciate your support.  We will be communicating with home where pupils don’t 
regularly make it to class on time.   To reinforce the importance of being in class during lesson time, we will 
also be insisting that pupils have hall passes from their teacher if they are not in class.  I am sure you will agree 
that pupils out of class without permission is something we need to eradicate. 
 
Unfortunately, over the last few weeks, technical glitches beyond our control have meant that Satchel has not 
accurately displayed attendance marks as recorded in our Management Information System.  Although we are 
still meeting with Satchel to try and resolve these issues, it means that in the short term we will not be using 
Satchel for attendance.  We will be trying with Satchel to get an accurate display of attendance as close to real 
time as possible, but if the issue is not fixed, we will be turning off this feature and looking for alternatives.  
 
We have also listened to our pupils over the last few weeks about conditions in the toilets.  It is really 
disappointing that despite our efforts, a very small number of children who access the toilets during 
unsupervised periods have caused damage and sometimes leave the area dirty.  To improve the condition of 
the toilets and the experiences of all children, we will be closing some of the toilets in upper school during 
lesson time.  There will still be plenty of access to toilets which will be open all the time, but these will now be 
more closely supervised. There will be no changes to our accessible toilet areas. All our toilets will be open 
when they can be supervised at break and lunch. 
 
Thank you again to those parents who are ensuring pupils arrive in school in full school uniform.  We hope our 
flexible approach to having fewer branded items means that it is more affordable for parents. Please ensure 
that when we return to school after the holiday, pupils are in uniform as described on our website.  
 
I hope you all have an enjoyable and restful half term. Pupils return to school on Monday 19th February.  
 
Yours faithfully 
Mr Rees 
Headteacher/Prifathro 


